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 Teachers 

• are knowledgeable 

  
• often underestimate their knowledge 

• are often unaware of their knowledge 
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But what do you 

mean by ‘teacher 

knowledge’?!! 
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We are programmed just to do 

anything you want us to 

we are the robots 

we are the robots. 

(Kraftwerk, 1978) 
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 Received Knowledge 

• Always fallible 

  
• Is generalized 

• Not a determinant of good practice 

(Hammersley,1994) 
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professional practice cannot for the most 

part be governed by research findings -  

because it necessarily relies on multiple 

values, tacit judgement, local knowledge, 

and skills. (Hammersley, 1994: 138) 
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there will always be a skilled professional 

job to do in interpreting the relevance of 

and implications of evidence for a 

practitioner’s own setting (Cordingley, 

2004: 83) 
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Foreign Language Grammar Teaching 

1. Young learners do not need to know FL 

grammar.  

2. FL teachers should not focus on grammar 

in teaching young learners. 

3. Even young learners can benefit from 

some awareness of FL grammar. 
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It is probably premature to reach any firm 

conclusions regarding what type of 

formal instruction works best. (Ellis, 

1994:646) 

The Best Way to Teach Grammar 
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Some kind of focus on form is useful to 

some extent, for some forms, for some 

students, at some point in the learning 

process…. Beyond that basic, tentative 

agreement, however, uncertainty looms 

large. (DeKeyser, 1998: 42) 
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Very few form-focused practices have been 

thoroughly substantiated (=proven). This is 

in part because the research remains in its 

infancy. (Larsen-Freeman 2003: 91)  
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In short, although considerable progress 

has been made … few conclusions 

can be drawn about which ones [ways 

of teaching grammar] are the most 

effective for acquisition … (Ellis, 2006: 

100). 
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… a single specific methodology … is 

unlikely to be universally effective. It is a 

question of mixing and matching the 

different options according to the individual 

teacher’s needs, and professional 

jugdment. (Ur, 2011: 818)  
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I feel freer to make decisions on the spot, 

to adapt plans and change things. I feel 

freer to be flexible, because I know that I 

can justify what I’m doing. (EFL teacher, 

UK) 

Received Knowledge 
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 Received Knowledge 

• Generated OUTSIDE classrooms 

  
• NOT by teachers 

• Teachers as CONSUMERS 
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 Practical Knowledge 

• Generated by TEACHERS 

• Used IN classrooms 

  
• EXPERIENTIAL & CONTEXTUAL 

• Often TACIT 
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Ask 
questions 

Collect 
evidence 

Analyze 
evidence 

Make 
sense 
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• How do I 
teach? 

PRACTICE 

• Why? 

RATIONALE 

• Affirmation 

• Exploration 

• Review 

UNDERSTANDING 
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I don’t know, I am not 

aware of the reasons. 

There should be some 

reason, but I don’t know. 

(EFL teacher, Slovenia) 

Why do you do gap-filling grammar 

practice? 

In general I don’t like 

this type of activity, filling 

in gaps, but well I think 

they may help, they may 

help, but I’m not so sure 

about it. (EFL teacher, 

Spain)  
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Crazy Animals and Other 

Activities for Teaching 

Young Learners  

 

http://www.teachingenglish.

org.uk/publications  

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/publications
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